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SUBJECT: VISIT OF SOVIET ECONOMIC, TECHNICAL, AND SCIENTIFIC 
DELEGATION TO BELGIUM 

1. THE BELGO- SOVIET MIXED COMMISSION FOR ECONOMIC, SCIENTIFIC, 

AND TECHNICAL COOPERATION MET IN BRUSSELS BETWEEN MARCH 6-12. 

THE COMMISSION REVIEWED RECENT TRADE DEVELOPMENTS BETWEEN THE 
TWO COUNTRIES AND NOTED " WITH SATISFACTION" THE 12 PERCENT INCREASE 
IN TRADE IN 1972, WITH PARTICULAR SUCCESS CITED IN THE MACHINE AND 
EQUIPMENT SECTORS. IN ADDITION TO GENERAL DISCUSSION OF BILATERAL 
ECONOMIC RELATIONS THE COMMISSION ANNOUNCED THAT IT HAD 
CONSIDERED THE POSSIBILITY OF A NEW 10 YEAR COOPERATION AGREEMENT. 

2. FONMINISTRY DIRECTOR GENERAL ECONOMIC AFFAIRS DE DOBBELEER 
HAS TOLD UST THAT PROPOSAL FOR NEW 10 YEAR AGREEMENT SIMILAR TO 
FRENCH AGREEMENT ( AND NOW BEING CONSIDERED BY ITALIANS) WAS 
SOVIET INITIATIVE. DE DOBBELEER SAID GOB INCLINED TO AGREE 

TO SOVIET PROPOSAL. 
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3. DE DOBBELEER SAID THAT ONLY PROBLEM RAISED WAS SOVIET COMPLAINT 
OVER BELGIAN EXPORT CREDIT INTEREST RATES. BELGIANS PROMISED 
TO LOOK INTO MATTER BUT DO NOT EXPECT TO DO ANYTHING. DE DOBBELEER 
ADDED THAT EUROPEAN COMMISSION IS LOOKING INTO POSSIBILITY 
OF WORKING OUT EC AGREEMENT ON EXPORT CREDIT INTEREST RATES. HE 
SAID THAT COMMISSION STUDY IS BASED ON DESIRE TO INVOLVE 
COMMISSION MORE IN EAST- WEST TRADE ACTIVITY. 

STRAUSZ- HUPE 
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